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What was 
your favorite 

childhood 
halloween 
costume?

Railroad Hobo

Bus: (602) 437-3040   Fax: (602) 437-3041

WWW.SHARPCREEK.COM

ABOVE  EVERYTHING,  QUALITY!

ROC 184941-KA DBE & SBE Certified

www.diamondbackmaterials.com

11435 W. Buckeye Road Ste #104-276, Avondale, AZ 85323

Travis Williams - General Manager
travis@azdbm.com | (602) 292-1224

Jim Latto - Business Development
jim@azdbm.com | (602) 696-4139

Donavon Stewart - Operations Manager
donavon@azdbm.com | (623) 271-5042

Avondale Plant #17 & #18 SWC Southern & El Mirage 
20 trucks (safely can deliver 250cy/hr.) 

Ross 10 yd. Batch Plant Con-E-CoLO PRO 12 yd. Batch Plant

DISPATCH # 623-925-4743
Radio Dispatch with Experienced Dispatchers 

Locally Owned and Operated 

(O) 623 925-8966 | (F) 623 925-1072

Scarecrow

Snow White

A cowboy with 
two sixguns!

My Fair Lady
(Pre Dr. Higgins)

Casper the 
Friendly Ghost

Popeye the 
Sailor Man

Hobo
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sConstruction in the Bible: Materials 

Luke M. Snell, P.E.

The history of humanity is tied to 
construction. At first, people sought 

shelters in natural locations such as caves 
or cliffs. Eventually, some individuals used 
materials available to create living spaces 
that were watertight, spacious, and secure. 
These people were the first engineers and 
contractors. 

The Bible has many examples of 
construction, some of which provide 
spiritual lessons.  In a two-part article on 
the topic, I’ll discuss construction materials 
that were used thousands of years ago.  For 
many of these materials, the Bible is the first 
recorded instance of their utilization. Four 
materials will be covered, though many 
more were mentioned in the Bible. These 
selections are based on my background and 
interest; Biblical references are included for 
those seeking more information. 

Cypress Wood (Building the Ark- 
Genesis 6:14):  Some Bible translations 
refer to the material used to build Noah’s 
Ark as “gopher” wood, but most cite it as 
cypress wood, a species of trees that grew 
in the region where Noah was thought to 
live.

Cypress is a soft wood that is 
lightweight, durable, and easy to work.  The 
wood can withstand impact force without 
punctures or breaking. “Cypress has always 
been a favorite boat-building material for 
both large and small craft,” according to 
Woodenboat magazine.

My father had a white cedar business, 
which is a similar wood to cypress, in 
Marcellus, New York, a farming community 
near Syracuse.  Most of his products were 
used as fence posts, pole barns, and fences 

because this rot-resistant wood does not 
need any special treatment when placed 
into the ground. 

Knot-free logs were sawed into boards 
and sold to companies that made cargo 
canoes. These canoes are still used in 
northern Canada by frontiersmen because 
of their longevity and their ability to hit 
rocks in rapids without damage, something 
canoes made from fiberglass or aluminum 
can’t withstand.  Their light weight allowed 
portages around difficult waterway 
passages.  

Cypress wood is still used in many 
applications, including outdoor and indoor 

furniture. The 
attractive wood 
holds nails and 
screws well.

Fired Brick 
(Tower of Babel 
- Genesis 11:3):  
Stone was one of 
the first building 
materials, but not 
all regions have 
this resource. 
The lack of stone 
n e c e s s i t a t e d 
creating building 
materials by 
making brick 
from clay. Clay 

has little strength when wet, which is why 
it can be easily molded for art projects.

Firing clay brick, however, creates 
a stone-like material through a process 
called vitrification. This process occurs 
when certain minerals in a brick fuse into 
a hard, glassy, non-crystalline material, 
which is watertight and relatively durable 
with strengths of up to 20,000 psi.

Bricks were manufactured in beehive 
kilns, which were heated by fires. 
Unfortunately, the ovens would have hot 
spots, and the heating was not uniform. 
Bricks were created that were variable 
both in color and strength, and many were 
discarded due to warping or cracks that 
would develop during the heating and 
handling process.

Bricks are still manufactured using 
the same basic process, though using 
controlled temperature. The heating takes 
from 2-5 days, with temperatures reaching 
1,800 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Brick manufacturing before 1900 
struggled to attain these high temperatures.  
Many old bricks, including those made in 
Biblical times, are soft in the center and 
are called “clinker bricks.” These bricks 
received their name from their metallic 
clinking noise when struck. 

Clinker bricks are in demand by artists, 
who prize them for their nonuniform 
appearance. Bricks that were once 
considered substandard now fetch a 
premium, up to $15 online. Top: Noah’s Ark.

Left: Tower of Babel.
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